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(54) [Title of the Invention] INFORMATION PROVIDING SYSTEM 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To provide an information providing system for providing 
various kinds of real-time information using a receipt, and to realize 
an information providing system enabling an issuer of receipts or 
receivers thereof to freely select any information. 

[Solving Means] An information provider uses a terminal 2 to transfer 
various kinds of information, which the information provider wants to 
provide . for receivers of receipts, to a receipt issuing system 11 
installed in an issuer of receipts over a data line DL. The terminal 12 
displays all of the various kinds of information on a display device 14. 
The issuer looks at the presentation on the display device 14, and uses 
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a selecting device 15 to select information which the issuer wants to 
provide for receivers of receipts. The terminal 12 displays only the 
information selected using the selecting device 15 on the display device 
14, A receiver of a receipt looks at the display device 14 and uses the 
selecting device 15 to select information the receiver wants to acquire. 
A cash register 13 prints the information selected by the receiver on a 
receipt in addition to original information of the receipt. 
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[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An information providing system comprising: 

a receipt issuing system including a cash register that prints 
image information on a receipt in addition to original information of 
the receipt, and a register terminal for transferring the image 
information; and 

an information providing terminal, connected to said receipt 
issuing system over a data line, for transferring the image information 
to said register terminal connected to said cash register, 
[Claim 2] An information providing system according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a first display device for displaying all of a plurality of kinds 
of image information that is transferred from said information providing 
terminal to said register terminal; 

a selecting device for use in selecting any image information from 
among the plurality of kinds of image information displayed on said 
first display device; and 

a second display device^ for displaying only the image information 
selected using said selecting device. 

[Claim 3] An information providing system according to Claim 1 or 2, 
further comprising a writing device, for writing data in a recording 
medium. 

[Claim 4] An information providing system according to any of Claims 1 
to 3, wherein a plurality of receipt issuing systems and a plurality of 
information providing terminals are interconnected over said data line. 
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[Claim 5] An information providing system according to any of Claims 1 
to 4, wherein the Internet is adopted as said data line. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] The present invention relates to an 
information providing system, or more particularly, to an information 
providing system for providing image information using a receipt, 
[0002] 

[Description of the Related Arts] As disclosed in Japanese Unexamined 
Utility Model Publication No. 57-9562, a newspaper bill has been 
proposed to have a discount coupon for a subscriber and an advertisement 
of member stores, at which the discount coupon is usable, printed on the 
same sheet of paper. However, the art described in the publication is 
limited to the newspaper bill. What are printed in the newspaper bill 
are limited to the discount coupon for a subscriber and the 
advertisement of member stores. 

[0003] Moreover, as disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Utility Model 
Publication Nos . 58-157663 and 63-18280, a receipt has been proposed to 
have an advertisement printed thereon. However, these publications do 
not present practical examples of the advertisement to be printed on a 
receipt. No description is made of whether one advertisement can be 
changed to another at every issuance of a receipt. 

[0004] Moreover, as disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 
Publication No. 4-1512 95, image information representing characters, 
graphics, or symbols is printed in advance on roll paper to be loaded in 
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a cash register. The roll paper is thus provided with various 
capabilities such as the capabilities of publicity, tokens, and lots. 
The publication discloses a method according to which a non-form plate 
printer is used to print image information on the roll paper, and 
activated based on an output signal of a computer. When the contents of 
setting of a computer are changed, image information to be printed may 
presumably be changed to another at every issuance of a receipt that is 
printed on the roll paper by the cash register, though it is not 
described in the publication. However, the publication has no 
description of whether an issuer of receipts, which are printed on the 
roll paper by the cash register, or a receiver thereof can freely select 
image information to be printed. 
[0005] 

[Problems to be Solved by the invention] Various arts have been 
proposed for, as mentioned above, providing various kinds of information 
for receivers of receipts by printing image information on the receipts. 
[0006] However, information printed on a receipt is not always the 
information required by a receiver. If a receiver does not need 
information printed on a receipt, printing information on a receipt may 
lead to waste of a resource. 

[0007] Moreover, if a provider of information printed on receipts is 
different from an issuer of receipts, providing the information to 
receivers of receipts may be disadvantageous to the issuer of receipts, 
though it depends on the contents of the information. For example, the 
contents of information may be consistent with the contents of a service 
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provided by the issuer, or the information provider and issuer may be 
fellow traders and compete with each other. In this case, printing 
information of the information provider on a receipt may lead directly 
to the disadvantage of the issuer, 

[0008] Even when a provider of information to be printed on receipts is 
different from an issuer of receipts, as far as predetermined 
information is concerned, since the information can be communicated from 
the information provider to the issuer in advance, the information may 
be printed on receipts. However, real-time information that varies 
time-sequentially cannot be communicated from the information provider 
to the issuer, and may not therefore be able to be printed on receipts. 
[0009] The present invention attempts to solve the above problems. An 
object of the present invention is to realize an information providing 
system capable of providing real-time image information using a receipt. 
Another object of the present invention is to realize an information 
providing system enabling an issuer of receipts or receivers thereof to 
freely select image information to be provided using a receipt. 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] In efforts to accomplish the foregoing 
object, the gist of. the aspect of the present invention set force in 
Claim 1 lies in an information providing system consisting mainly of a 
receipt issuing system and an information providing terminal. The 
receipt issuing system consists of a cash register for printing image 
information on a receipt in addition to original information of the 
receipt, and a register terminal for transferring the image information. 
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The information providing terminal is connected to the receipt issuing 
system over a data line, and transfers the image information to the 
register terminal connected to the cash register. 

[0011] According to the present invention, every time image information 
are changed to another, an information provider updates the information 
that is transferred from the information providing terminal over the 
data line. Consequently, real-time information that varies time- 
sequentially can be reliably provided for a receiver of a receipt issued 
from the receipt issuing system. 

[0012] The gist of the aspect of the present invention set forth in 
Claim 2 lies in inclusion of a first display device, a selecting device, 
and a second display device in the information providing system set 
forth in Claim 1. The first display device displays all of a plurality 
of Icinds of image information transferred from the infoi^ation providing 
terminal to the register terminal. The selecting device is used to 
select any image information from among the plurality of kinds of image 
information displayed on the first display device. The second display 
device displays only the image information selected using the' selecting 
device . 

[0013] According to the present invention, among the plurality of Jcinds 
of image information provided by • an information provider, only 
information a receiver of a receipt wants to acquire can be printed on 
the receipt. Therefore, printing information on a receipt will not lead 
to waste of a resource, but information can be utilized effectively. 
Moreover, an issuer of receipts can select any information from among a 



- 8 - 

plurality of kinds of image information provided by an information 
provider as information to be provided for receivers of receipts. The 
issuer can avoid an incident that information that may be 

disadvantageous to the issuer himself /herself is given to the receivers - 
[0014] Incidentally, according to the present invention, the first 
display device and second display device may be separate devices or may 
be realized with one display device. Next, the gist of the aspect of 
the present invention set forth in Claim 3 lies in inclusion of a 
writing device in the information providing system set forth in Claim 1 
or 2. The writing device writes data in a recording medium. 
[0015] According to the present invention, if any of various kinds of 
information, for example, music software, gate software, video software, 
or an electronic book is written in a recording medium, the receipt 
issuing system can be used as a software package seller machine for 
selling software packages each of which is released in the form of the 
recording medium. -As a "disposable camera" is on the market, so a 
"disposable stereophonic package," a "disposable video package," or the 
like may be realized with the software package. 

[0016] The gist of the aspect of the present invention set force in 
Claim 4 lies in interconnection of a plurality of receipt issuing 
systems and a plurality of information providing terminals over the data 
line in the information providing system set force in any of Claims 1 to . 
,3. The present invention can provide, in addition to the same advantage 
as that of any of Claims 1 to 3, an advantage that diverse image 
information provided by a plurality of information providers can be 
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distributed to a plurality of receivers of receipts. Moreover, not only 
information is transferred from the information providing terminals to 
the receipt issuing systems but also information may be transferred from 
the receipt issuing systems to the information providing terminals. 
Consequently, information may be transferred bi-directionally between 
the receipt issuing systems and the information providing terminals. 
Information stored in the information providing terminals can be freely 
fetched at the receipt issuing systems. Moreover, information stored in 
the information providing terminals can be updated with information 
entered at the receipt issuing systems. Furtheormore, the receipt 
issuing systems can transfer various kinds of information to or from one 
another over the data line. The receipt issuing systems can therefore 
be used as facsimile systems or for electronic mailing. 
[0017] The gist of the aspect of the present invention set force in 
Claim 5 lies in adoption of the Internet as the data line for the 
information providing system set force in any of Claims 1 to 4 . 
According to the present invention, since the Internet is utilized, the 
advantage of the present invention derived from the aspect set force in 
any of Claims 1 to 4 can be further intensified. Moreover, since a 
special data line need not be laid down, the investment in equipment can 
be reduced. 

[0018] If various Icinds of personal information is treated as the 
various kinds of information, all the people can ut:ilize the receipt 
issuing systems as computer terminals and need not possess a personal 
computer in their houses. Furthermore, each household need not have a 
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personal computer, and each person can use his/her own portable 
information terminal to transfer information via the receipt issuing 
system. 
[0019] 

[Embodiments (Examples)] (First Embodiment) A first embodiment of the 
present invention will be described in conjunction with a drawing. Fig. 

1 is a block diagram showing the outline configuration of an information 
providing system 1 in accordance with the first embodiment - 

[0020] The information providing system 1 consists mainly of a terminal 

2 installed in an information provider and used to provide information, 
and a receipt issuing system 11 connected directly to the information 
providing terminal 2 over a data line DL, The receipt issuing system 11 
is installed in an issuer of receipts (various distributors, a rental 
shop, a service station, etc.). The receipt issuing system 11 consists 
mainly of a register terminal 12, a cash register 13, a display device 
14, a selecting device 15, a digital camera 16, a writing device 17, and 
a recording medium 18. The register terminal 12 is connected to the 
cash register and to the information providing terminal over the data 
line DL, The cash register 13 prints and issues receipts. The display 
device displays various kinds of information. The selecting device 15 
is used to select any information. The writing device 17 writes data in 
the recording medium 18. Various kinds^ of data can be recorded in the 
recording medium 18. 

[0021] The terminal 12 is realized with a known microcomputer including 
a CPU, a ROM, a RAM, and an input /output circuit. Based on various 
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kinds of information transferred from an information provider over the 
data line DL, the terminal 12 controls the devices 13 to 17. The cash 
register 13 prints any of various kinds of information on a receipt in 
addition to original information of the receipt under control of the 
terminal 12. The original information includes a name of an issuer, a 
date, a product name or the contents of a service, a charge, a tax, and 
change . 

[0022] The display device 14 is a display device generally adopted for 
computers (a CRT, a LCD, a plasma display, etc.). The display device 14 
displays various kinds of information under control of the terminal 12. 
The selecting device 15 is an input unit generally adopted for computers 
(a keyboard, various pointing devices such as a mouse, a joystick, and a 
trackball, etc.), and manipulated by an issuer of receipts or receivers 
thereof . 

[0023] Incidentally, a digitizer or a tablet may be used to integrate 
the selecting device 15 with the display device 14. The digital camera 
16 is used to photograph a consumer who stands in front of the receipt 
issuing system 11, and transfers the image data to the teminal 12. 
[0024] The writing device 17 writes data in the recording medium 18 
mounted in the writing device 17 under control of the terminal 12. The 
recording medi\im 18 is a programmable recording medium generally adopted 
for computers (a semiconductor - memory , a floppy disk, a data card such 
as an IC card, or a magnetic card, an optical disk such as a CD-ROM, or 
a DVD, a magnetooptical disk, a phase change disk, a magnetic tape, 
etc.). Any recording medium will do as long as required data can be 
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written in the recording medium. 

[002 5] A description will be made of actions to be performed in the 
information providing system 1 having the foregoing configuration. An 
information provider uses the terminal 2 to transfer various kinds of 
information, which the information provider wants to provide for 
receivers of receipts, to the receipt issuing system. 11 installed in an 
issuer of receipts over the data line DL. 

[0026] The terminal 12 included in the receipt issuing system 11 
displays various Icinds of. information, which are transferred over the 
data line DL, on the display device 14. The issuer of receipts selects 
information, he/she wants to provide for receivers of receipts, from 
among the various Icinds of information displayed on the display device 
14. The issuer uses the selecting device 15 to designate the selected 
information. The terminal 12 in turn presents only the information, 
which the issuer has selected using the selecting device 14, on the 
display device 14. 

[0027] A receiver of a receipt selects information he/she wants to 
acquire from among the various kinds of information displayed on the 
display device 14. The receiver uses the selecting device 15 to 
designate the selected information. The terminal 12 in turn transfers 
the information, which the receiver has selected using the selecting 
device 15, to the cash register 13. 

[0028] The cash register 13 prints the information selected by the 
receiver on a receipt in addition to original information of the receipt. 
Consequently, the receiver of the receipt acquires only the information 
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he/she has selected* For printing any of various kinds of information 
on a receipt, original information of a receipt may be printed on the 
face of the receipt, and the information selected by the receiver may be 
printed on the back thereof. Alternatively, both the selected 
information and original information may be printed side by side on the 
face of the receipt. 

[0029] Moreover, two display devices 14 may be installed so as to be 
used separately by the issuer of receipts and receivers thereof. All of 
various kinds of information may be displayed on the issuer's display 
device, and only information selected by a receiver may be displayed on 
the receivers' display device. Various kinds of information transferred 
from the information provider over the data line DL is image information 
representing characters, graphics, symbols, or the like. Specifically, 
the information includes various advertisements intended for sales 
promotion (an advertisement of products on sale, a guide to ways of 
enjoying leisure, a guide to travels, discount information, etc.), a 
sports news flash or a news flash, disaster .information, evacuation 
information, information of various municipally operated gambling races 
(a horse race, a bicycle race, a speedboat race, an auto race, etc.), a 
yen rate, stock prices, an exchange rate, winning numbers in public 
lotteries, information of tokens, a winning number in a lottery 
organized by an information provider, and information of fortune telling. 
[0030] As mentioned above, according to the first embodiment, among 
various kinds of information provided by an information provider, only 
information required by a receiver of a receipt can be printed on the 
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receipt . Printing information on a receipt will therefore not lead to 
waste of a resource, but information can be utilized effectively. 
Moreover, various kinds of information can be provided for a receiver 
who does not want to receive original information of a receipt. An 
issued receipt will therefore not be wasted. Furthermore, a receiver of 
a receipt can acquire various kinds of information at the end of 
shopping. This may encourage consumers* buying intentions. 
[0031] Moreover, an issuer of receipts can select information, which 
will be provided for receivers of receipts, from among various kinds of 
information provided by an information provider . An incident that 
information which may be disadvantageous to the issuer himself /herself 
is given to the receivers can be avoided. 

[0032] Every time various kinds of information are modified, an 
information provider updates information that will be transmitted from 
the terminal 2 over the data line DL* Consequently, real-time 
information that varies time-sequentially (for example, a sports news 
flash, a news flash, disaster information, evacuation information, 
information of municipally operated gambling races, a yen rate, stock 
prices, an exchange rate, winning numbers in public lotteries, etc.) can 
be reliably provided for receivers of receipts . 

[0033] When information is displayed on the display device 14, if the 
number of information items is large, all of the contents of information 
may not be displayed. Instead, the abstracts of the information items 
or the titles thereof may be displayed. Depending on the contents of 
information provided, a receiver of a receipt may be charged for the 
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information. In this case, all the contents of information are not 
displayed but the abstracts or titles thereof and the charges therefor 
are displayed. When a receiver of a receipt requests provision of 
information^ the information is entirely displayed and the charge for 
information is printed in a charge space in a receipt. 

[0034] The digital camera 16 is used to photograph a consumer, and the , 

image data is transferred to the cash register 13 via the terminal 12. 

The cash register 13 having the capability of a color printer may print 

the image data on a receipt, a dedicated photographic paper, a seal, or 

the like. Consequently, the receipt issuing system 11 can be used as a 

photo-printed seal production system (product name PrintClub) or a 
f ... ■ 

certificate photo printing system. The digital camera 16 may be used as 

a camera for live telecasting a beauty contest or a new face scouting 

program. The digital camera 16 may be used when a company offers jobs 

or interviews job applicants. In this case, the company can offer jobs 

nationwide and interview job applicants who reside nationwide. Moreover, 

the receipt issuing system 11 may be utilized in an open debate or a 

meeting of questions and answers to be held to discuss the 

administration of the nation, a prefecture, or a municipality. Moreover, 
the receipt issuing system 11 makes it possible to, in real time, 
promptly report election returns, report opinions of candidates for a 
preliminary election, or collect votes. 

[0035] Information a consumer has selected using the selecting device 
15 is written in the recording medium 18 by means of the writing device 
17. The recording medium 18 having the information written therein may 
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be sold as a software package to a consumer. For example, any of 
various kinds of information such as music software, game software, 
video software, or an electronic book may be written in the recording 
medium 18. In this case, the receipt issuing system 11 can be used as a 
software package seller machine capable of selling various kinds of 
software packages. E\rentually, as a "disposable camera" is on the 
market, so a "disposable stereophonic package" or a "disposable video 
package" may be realized with the software package. As for the 
electronic book, the contents of an electronic book may be printed on a 
receipt and thus provided for a user- 

[0036] Moreover, a physical checkup device may be included in the 
receipt issuing system 11. In this case, the results of a physical 
checkup (a height, a weight, an intracorporeal fat ratio, an obesity 
index, a blood pressure, a pulse rate, etc.) are printed on a receipt. 
Thus, the receipt issuing system 11 can be used as a physical 
examination machine. Moreover, a quantity of heat may be calculated in 
the unit of calorie from a history of purchased foods, and presented as 
basic data for a physical checkup. A recipe for purchased foods may be 
presented. This would prove helpful in balancing nutrients to be taken 
in each meal or calculating a quantity of heat in calorie, and effective 
in managing one's health. 

[0037] What may be adopted as the selecting device 15 includes mobile 
communication devices (a portable telephone, a PHS, a sanitary telephone, 
etc.), remote controllers for home electric appliances (a television set, 
an air conditioner, etc.), a public telephone, a voice input unit (an 
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equivalent of, for example. Via Voice manufactured by IBM), a television 
game machine, and a device for sensing a h\iman brain wave or a wave 
representing a human consciousness. 

[0038] (Second Embodiment) Next, a second embodiment of the present 
invention will be described in conjunction with a drawing. The same 
reference numerals will be assigned to components identical to those of 
the first embodiment, and the description of the components will be 
oiaitted. 

[0039] Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the outline configuration of . 
an information providing system 21 in accordance with the second 
embodiment. The information providing system 21 consists mainly of a 
plurality of terminals 2, a plurality of receipt issuing systems 11, and 
a server 22. The plurality of terminals 2 is installed in a plurality 
of information providers. The plurality of receipt issuing systems 11 
is installed in a plurality of issuers of receipts. The server 22 is 
connected to the terminals 2 over a data line DLl, and connected to the 
receipt issuing systems 11 over a data line DIi2 . 

[0040] Specifically, the information providing system 21 is different 
from the information providing system 1 in accordance with the first 
embodiment in a point that various kinds of information the plurality of 
information providers provide using the terminals 22 over the data line 
DLl are transferred to the plurality of receipt issuing systems 11 via 
the server 22 over the data line DL 2. Incidentally, the data line DLl 
and the data line DL2 may be replaced with a common data line. 
[0041] Consequently, the information providing system 21 of the second 
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einbodiment can provide the same advantages as the advantages of the 
information providing system 1 of the first embodiment. In addition, 
diverse information sent from the plurality of information providers can 
be provided for a plurality of receivers of receipts- If a large 
information network is constructed with a large number of terminals 2 
and a large number of receipt issuing systems 11,. the information 
providing system will function as an effective advertisement medium and 
contribute greatly to sales promotion. Moreover, the information 
providing system can promptly provide reliable infomnation for victims 
of a large disaster such as an earthquake or a flood. The information 
providing system will therefore prove effective in disaster information 
management . 

[0042] In the information providing system 21, not only information is 
transferred from the terminals 2 in the information providers to the 
receipt issuing systems 11 but also information may be transferred from 
the receipt issuing systems 1 to the terminals 2. Thus, information may 
be transferred bi-directionally between the receipt issuing systems 11 
and terminals 2. In this case, the receipt issuing systems 11 can be 
used as computer game machines. Information stored in the terminals 2 
can be freely fetched at the receipt issuing systems 11. Moreover, the 
information stored in the terminals 2 can be updated with information 
transferred from the receipt issuing systems 11. This will contribute 
to unprecedented development or exploitation of information 
communication or multimedia industries . 

[0043] Moreover, various kinds of information may be transferred among 
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the receipt issuing systems 11 via the server 22 over the data line DL2 . 
In this case, the receipt issuing systems 11 can be used as facsimile 
systems. Moreover, the receipt issuing systems 11 may be used to 
transfer electronic mails. This will lead to expansion of a range of 
applications of electronic mailing. Moreover, an identification (ID) 
number for electronic mailing may be recorded in a credit card issued 
from any organization (associated with a bank, a credit association, or 
a distributor, or any other proper card) . In this case, an ID number 
can be read together with the contents of a credit card by the cash 
register 13. This obviates the labor of entering an ID number. 
Moreover, when an electronic mail is transmitted or received using a 
mailing facility installed in any mobile communication device (a 
portable telephone, a PHS, a sanitary telephone, etc.), the receipt 
issuing system 11 may be used as a printer in order to print the, 
electronic mail on a receipt. When the receipt issuing system 11 is 
used to receive ,an electronic mail, a reception acknowledgement can be 
originated from the receipt issuing system 11 to the server 22. 
[0044] Moreover, the information providing system 21 can be adapted to 
a database containing a personal diary, a daily report, or a schedule. 
For example, the receipt issuing system 11 may be used to print a date 
of usage or a provided service as a daily report on a receipt. The data 
of the daily report may be> written in the recording medium 18, and the 
recording medium 18 may be handed to a user. In this case, actions a 
user performs a day can be listed as a table and thus managed. The 
table may be utilized as a diary. In this case, a date of usage and the 
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installation place of the receipt issuing system 11 are accurately 
recorded and may therefore be utilized for business administration. 
[0045] Incidentally, various kinds of personal information may be 
managed separately from general information. For example, consumables 
in a household or stocks of foods in a refrigerator may be managed. In 
this case, the receipt issuing system 11 can be substituted for a 
shopping list. Leaving something, which must be purchased, unbought can 
be prevented. Moreover, information of payment of public utilities 
charges (a telephone charge, a water charge, an electric charge, etc.) 
may be managed and paid. Moreover, information stored in any card may 
be recorded and freely output and used. For example, such information 
as points or advantages of membership to be given with issuance of a 
mileage card or any other card is managed independently. If a card is 
lost, the owner of the card cannot any longer enjoy the benefits of the. 
membership. Every time shopping is performed using any card, if the 
number of points given with usage of the card can be recorded and 
checked freely, it is user-friendly and will lead to sales promotion. 
Moreover, the receipt issuing system 11 may be helpful in declaring for 
taxes or paying taxes. The terminal may be used to declare taxes. Thus, 
the receipt issuing system will prove helpful in managing a person's 
taxes. 

[0046] As mentioned above, all the people can utilize the receipt 
issuing systems 11 as computer terminals and therefore need not possess 
a personal computer in their houses. Furthermore, each household may be 
devoid of a personal computer. A person's portable information terminal 
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may be used to transfer information via the server 22. 
[0047] (Third Embodiment) Next, a third embodiment of the present 
invention will be described in conjunction with a drawing. The same 
reference numerals will be assigned to components identical to those of 
the second embodiment, and the description of the components will be 
omitted • 

[0048] Fig. 3 is a blocJc diagram showing the outline configuration of 
an information providing system 31 in accordance with the third 
embodiment. An information providing system 31 has a plurality of 
terminals 2 and a plurality of receipt issuing systems 11 interconnected 
over a network DL 3 such as the Internet. 

[0049] Specifically, the information providing system 21 in accordance 
with the second embodiment has the terminals 2 and the receipt issuing 
systems 11 interconnected via the server 22 over the dedicated data 
lines DLl and DL2 . In contrast, the informa.tion providing system 31 has 
the terminals 2 and the receipt issuing systems 11 interconnected over 
the Internet that accommodates telephone lines. The receipt issuing 
systems 11 are used as Internet terminals. 

[0050] In the information providing system of the third embodiment, 
since the Internet is utilized, the advantages of the information 
providing system 21 of the second embodiment can be further intensified. 
Moreover, the special data lines DLl and DL2 need not be laid down. 
This results in reduction in the investment in equipment. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the outline configuration of 
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a first embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the outline, configuration of 
a second embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing he outline configuration of 
the present invention . 
[Description of Reference Numerals] 

1, 21, 31 information providing system, 2 information 

providing terminal, 11 receipt issuing system, 12 register 

terminal, 13 cash register, 14 display device, 15 - — 

selecting device, DL, DLl, DL2 — - data line, DL3 the Internet 
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FIG. 1 

2: INFORMATION PROVIDING TERMINAL 

12: TERMINAL 14: DISPLAY DEVICE 

15: SELECTING DEVICE 13: CASH REGISTER 

17: WRITING DEVICE 18: RECORDING MEDIUM 

16: DIGITAL CAMERA 

FIG. 2 

22 : SERVER - 
FIG. 3 

DL3 : INTERNET 
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